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2011 Leaders of Tomorrow 
 

 

   Lethbridge Lodge Hotel and Conference Centre 
                              Tuesday, April 12, 2011 

 

 
6:00 p.m. Welcome & Introductions 

6:10 p.m. Greetings from the City of Lethbridge 

6:15 p.m. Dinner & Entertainment 

 * LCI Jazz Band 

7:40 p.m. Thank you to entertainers, sponsors, committee, etc. 

7:45 p.m. Youth Volunteer Award presentations 

 Ages 5 – 11: Volunteer Recognition Awards & Volunteer Excellence Awards 
 

 Ages 12 – 15: Volunteer Recognition Awards & Volunteer Excellence Awards 
 

 Ages 16 – 18: Volunteer Recognition Awards & Volunteer Excellence Awards 
 

 Ages 19 – 24: Volunteer Recognition Awards & Volunteer Excellence Awards 
 

8:25 p.m. Closing remarks 

         

LEADERS OF TOMORROW MISSION 
 

The Leaders of Tomorrow program acknowledges youth who have made outstanding  
contributions to our community through volunteering. Volunteer Lethbridge recognizes and  
celebrates the dedication, conduct and good work of the exceptional youth volunteers whose 
example is an inspiration to their peers. 

Volunteer Lethbridge Staff 
 

   Eileen Coghill       Sonny Dhoot               Christina Boese     Laurie Ruff         Ed Sandau 
        

 Leaders of Tomorrow Office Volunteers  
 

       Marnie Brown         Jackie Mattern 

Leaders of Tomorrow Committee 

Chairperson: Chris Burton  Becky Little  Shaun Fuller 

Members: Debra Brown Elaine Jacklynn  Mandy Pack 
  Marnie Brown Eileen Coghill  Samantha Procee 
  Lori Harasem Blair Kellington  Rhonda Sincennes 
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5-11 Year-Old Award Recipient  

Brooke Dykslag 
 

Brooke is an 11-year-old student and active volunteer at Galbraith Elementary 
School. Brooke is a natural leader; as a member of the school’s Energy Day  
Committee, she helps plan school assemblies and acts as a mistress of  
ceremonies. She is also a mentor to younger students as a playground pal, taking 
time to play with them at recess.  
 
Brooke helps staff during her lunch hour, answering phones in the school office 
and taking messages. Brooke is an avid safety promoter; as part of AMA School 
Patrol, she ensures students are able to cross the street safely. Brooke has also 
been active in helping to earn fundraising points for the school by sorting and 
counting Campbell’s soup labels. 
 
Brooke’s caring and co-operative attitude and zest for life makes her a joy for staff 
and classmates, as well as a role model for younger students. 

HISTORY OF LEADERS OF TOMORROW 
 

The Leaders of Tomorrow program began in 1997 and has steadily grown over the years. Since its launch 
the program has recognized 1,396 young people including 92 nominees being recognized at the 2011  
Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Volunteer Gala Evening. 

Allison Vonk 
 
Allison is 10 years old and has a passion for soccer and the environment.  
Allison started volunteering in grade 1 when she created environment-related  
picket signs to remind her fellow classmates to keep the school grounds and the 
planet in good condition.  
 
Allison was an active volunteer for the Galt Museum’s centennial celebration in 
September 2010 and began responding to recruitment materials almost a year 
before the event. She joined the planning committee; the youngest member in 
over 20 years! By the time the event arrived, Allison and another member were 
responsible for the planning and execution of the children’s activities for the 
day.  
 
In the summer of 2009, Allison donated her hair to a charity that makes wigs for 
children; she will be doing this again soon. 
 
Allison’s dedication, character and leadership towards volunteering and the  
environment is an inspiration to the community and the vision for a better world. 
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Michelle Kwan 
 
Michelle is 15 years old and an active volunteer for Chinook Regional Hospital. 
She was taught about the value of hard work early in life which has contributed to 
a strong work ethic. Michelle has aspirations of becoming a physiotherapist and 
was encouraged by her parents to begin volunteering at the hospital to gain 
experience. 
 
Michelle has acted both as an ice water volunteer and a paediatric volunteer. As a 
paediatric volunteer, Michelle does various tasks, including looking after babies, 
playing games with children and organizing the hospital craft closet. Michelle 
attends her shifts regularly and enjoys the satisfaction of volunteering. 
 
She has even shared her volunteer experience with others and recruited three of 
her friends to start volunteering as well. Michelle is caring, considerate and works 
hard in all that she does. 

. 

Cierra Ginter 
 
 

Cierra is 16 years old and has a full volunteer schedule. As a volunteer for  
Chinook Regional Hospital since September 2009, she delivers ice water to 
patients. Cierra is reliable, trustworthy and is always enthusiastic about her 
shift. Cierra also acts as a leader at the hospital by mentoring new volunteers. 
 
Along with volunteering at Big Brothers Big Sisters, Cierra is also very active 
within her church; she helps set up and take down for the weekly youth  
program and often plans activities. She is also raising money for a mission trip 
to Ecuador this summer. There, she will assist a community in the construction 
of a school and hospital, as well as distributing food. 
 
Cierra would eventually like to go on to university to pursue a career in  
veterinary medicine. Cierra’s gentle spirit, determination and sense of  
adventure will ensure a bright future! 

16-18 Year Old Award Recipient 
12 - 15 Year-Old Award Recipient 
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Taylor Findlay 
 
 
Taylor is 16 years old and never too busy to volunteer her time. She is active in 
the sports world as a scorekeeper for the Lethbridge Minor Hockey Association 
since 2007. She is also an official for ACAC and LSAA volleyball. 
 
She has also been a special event volunteer for several other organizations in 
the community including the Lethbridge Legion, Green Acres Foundation 
 Christmas banquet and B.L.A.S.T. barbeque at Galbraith Elementary. Taylor is 
also a member of Chinook High School Student Council, where she acted as an 
organizer for Pink Shirt Day. 

 
Taylor was also a leader in her school’s food drive campaign and is currently 
assisting with the school’s blood drive project. Taylor is remembered for her 
hard work, positivity and genuine attitude. 

Lynn Nguyen 
 
Lynn Nguyen is an exceptional 17-year-old. She attends Winston Churchill 
High School where she has been involved in several clubs and initiatives 
including Student Council, Grad Committee and Multicultural Club. She is 
also president of the Environment Club where she has been able to hone her 
leadership and management skills. Lynn also raised approximately $1,000 
for environmental awareness projects, recycling initiatives and environmental 
development. 
 
Lynn is also an active volunteer at Chinook Regional Hospital; she has spent 
many hours with patients and staff, including a position as an office  
assistant. Her ability to speak French and Vietnamese assist her in the many 
roles she assumes. 
 
Lynn’s integrity, character and tolerance shine through in her endeavours; 
friends, family and teachers cannot wait to see what else she will achieve. 

16-18 Year Old Award Recipient 
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Samantha Gilbert 
 
Samantha Gilbert is a 21-year-old student at the University of Lethbridge 
working towards a degree in Neuroscience. Her dedication to academic  
success is only surpassed by her exceptional volunteer efforts.  
 
Samantha began volunteering at the early age of five as a Girl Guide. As an 
active member of the U of L’s Rotaract Club, Samantha has aided with  
several initiatives including working with a fundraising team to send $50,000 
to Costa Rica to aid in the construction of locally sustainable businesses and 
farming ventures. In 2010, Samantha traveled to El Salvador with the  
Rotaract medical team to assist in clinics, construction and health education 
projects.  
 
Samantha has also assisted in fundraising efforts to support student  
scholarship programs in Malawi and Guatemala; she will be visiting  
Guatemala soon to donate her time and energy. 
 
 

 

   

Thank you to all 2011 Leaders of Tomorrow nominees and sponsors 
 
The youth in our community are outstanding. We would like to thank all of the Leaders of  
Tomorrow nominees for their volunteer leadership, character, and dedication. You are an  
inspiration to everyone.  
 

Our community sponsors have also been outstanding in their support of the Leaders of Tomorrow 
Youth Volunteer Gala Evening. Thank you.   
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August DeMaere 
Brett Devine 
Anthony Dillabough 
Emily Doherty 
Brooke Dykslag 
Sheila Entz 
Garrett Everson 
McKenzie Gervais 
George Gunn 
Cole Hamilton 
Meranda Herter 
Jordan Jensen 
Dawson Kast 

Conner Lee 
Lincoln McKinnon 
MacKenna Nedeljak 
Athena North Peigan 
Nash Ober 
Meghan Orich 
Elizabeth Orr 
Thomas Peck 
Shaye Pierson 
Abigail  Pohl 
Cora Puzey 
Jordan Reum 
Shawn Reum 

Justin Roszell 
Casey Schneider 
Carson Small 
Katie Small 
Devon Smith 
Carlee Taylor 
Allison Vonk 
Charli Watmough 
Tyson Watmough 
Cammie Weiss-Higbee 
Collin Williams 
Arnie Wipf 

Brooklyn Anderson 
Afnan Arshad 
Farhan Arshad 
Megan Bos 
Taylor  Dixon 
Cierra Ginter 
 
 
 
 
 

Sydney Guzowski 
Katie Gyorffy 
Michelle Kwan 
Tyler Monteith 
Kara Morphet 
Azlyn Olson 
 
 
 
 
 

Devin Sass 
Hope Tabachniuk 
Ainsleigh Toth 
Alyssa Waldner 
Cody Wegener 

 

Ayesha Ahmed 
Rehan Arshad 
Doni Brandon 
Tanner Campbell 
Breanne Deg 
Charmaine de Jonge 
Janelle Dobing 
 
 
 
 
 

Taylor Findlay 
Erik Hopkins 
Stephanie Konynenbelt 
Yvonne Kreft 
Tony Li 
Kennedy Lowry 
Ian  Mmbando 
 
 
 

Lynn Nguyen 
Sarah Oldfield 
Sarah Schultz 
Tavleen Singh 
Siobhan Spitzig 
Jon Tollestrup 

   

    

Holly Commandeur 
Jessica Dugdale 
Thomas Fox 
Samantha Gilbert 
Miranda Grol 
Kalen Hastings 
 

Leah Hubbard 
Pauline Johnston 
Christine Knaus 
Karen Knight 
Abdulla Lutfulla 
Fallon Mahar 
 

 
Brittany Novak 
Luisa Paterson 
Kayla Shartau 
Joel Stimson 

Ages 19 — 24 

2011 Leaders of Tomorrow Nominees 
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Without the generous support of the following sponsors,  
the 2011 Leaders of Tomorrow Program  

would not have been possible. 

 Silver Sponsors:  

 Gold Sponsors: 

Partners: 
Culture and Community Spirit 

Bronze Sponsors: 

Platinum Sponsors: 
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