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LEADERS OF TOMORROW NOMINEES

Lethbridge Lodge Hotel & Conference Centre
Wednesday, April 24, 2013

2013 LEADERS OF TOMORROW GALA PROGRAM
5:30 p.m.

Registration

6:00 p.m.

Welcome & Introduction
Dinner & Entertainment—LCI Jazz Band
Volunteer Recognition Awards
Volunteer Excellence Awards

8:30 p.m.

Closing remarks

LEADERS OF TOMORROW COMMITTEE
Chairperson: Debra Brown
Members: Marnie Brown, Chris Burton, Eileen Coghill, Elaine Jacklynn,
Blair Kellington, Amanda Laturnus, Samantha Procee

AGES 5-11
Amy Richardson, Asha Engel, Brady Hoeksema, Braiden Schwartzkopf,
Brooke Calladine, Cameron LaBelle, Carly Waldner, Cassidy Coolen, Colton Kooiker, Dillon Blake, Garrett McAlister, Hailey Schneider, Hailey Tutt,
Hayley Ashford, Jacob Armstrong, Jordan Payne, Joshua Peck, Judy Peters, Justyn Noel, Kaisha Kast, Kate Stegen, Kaytlyn Olson, Keily Fuente
Romero, Mackenzie Charge, Martin Levin, Paige Nieuwenhuis, Ryan Jensen,
Ryanna Gure, Sarah Van der Veen, Spencer Park, Valerie Sommerfeldt

AGES 12-15
Ailysh Boras, Brennah Bauman, Brianna Thompson, Carissa Jewett, Casey
Hummel, Eloise Therien, Emily Blake, Emily Coolen, Jordan Calladine,
Joshua Freund, Kaelan Freund, Kaitlyn Rombough, Kali Adamson, Kara
Morphet, Kendra Korver, Kiyomi Coffman, Levi Harasem-Mitchell, Maya
Wood, Natasha Van Driesten, Peter Quo, Sarah Little, Sarah Jones, Seth
Harasem-Mitchell, Shalyn Boras, Solen Wood, Tori May

VOLUNTEER LETHBRIDGE
Staff: Diana Sim (Executive Director), Kerry Milder (Outreach
Coordinator), Lynn MacFadyen (Volunteer Coordinator)
L of T Volunteers: Jackie Sauers, Shelley Ducheminsky, Kathie Trinh (SCiP),
Sarah Tillsley (SCiP)
Board of Directors: Chris Burton (President), Marnie Brown(Past President)
Marianne Bohmer (Treasurer), Leslie Vaala (Secretary), Directors: Bob
Dyer, Becky Little, Samantha L Procee, Aaron Roth

MISSION & HISTORY
Mission: The Leaders of Tomorrow program acknowledges youth who
have made outstanding contributions to our community through
volunteering. Volunteer Lethbridge recognizes and celebrates the
dedication, conduct, and good work of the exceptional youth
volunteers whose example is an inspiration to their peers.
History: The Leaders of Tomorrow program began in 1997 and has
grown over the years. Since its launch the program has recognized
1,579 young people including 92 nominees being recognized at the
2013 Leaders of Tomorrow Youth Volunteer Awards Evening.

AGES 16-18
Abigail Schwengler, Alli Herauf, Amenemhet Sanchez, Braede Burton,
Breanne Deg, Brittany Freund, Camilla Terry, Carissa Kirk, Catherine
Kwan, Czyna Bonifacio, Dakota Stolte, James Kong, Jessika Patel, Jocelyn Dufresne, Joseph Adams, Katie Gyorffy, Larissa Crawford, Leah Lambkin, Michelle Kwan, Nidhi Patel, Riley Boras, Riley Kubik, Rushabh Patel,
Savannah Peterson, Shea Hironaka, Thomas Spence, Ya-Ting Chang

AGES 19-24
Allysha Clow-Prefontaine, Alysha Smith, Danielle Heisler, Dipankar Goyal,
Justine Houston, Miranda Hlady, Sarah Schultz, Tracy Forster

LARISSA CRAWFORD
Larissa is a person who has made a long-lasting impact
with depth and breadth beyond her own community. Her
compassion for and commitment to the betterment of her
society is evident in all that she does. She spent a
tremendous amount of time in service, independently
fundraising for books and school supplies in her own
community for an all-girls school in Ghana, Africa. In 2012,
Larissa furthered her service by travelling to Africa to work
with and mentor the young girls she had already
dedicated her humanitarian efforts to. Additionally, Larissa
has supported a public library on the Kainai Nation Reserve
here in Alberta, a library that is the first one to exist on a
Reserve in Alberta. She has worked hard on collecting resources and setting up
the structure of this library service. She has demonstrated
tremendous leadership and character in this pursuit. Attending Chinook High School, Larissa is
heavily involved in the Student Council, the Chinook School Senate, Athletics
departments, and the District School Council. She balances these activities with
her involvement in public speaking tours, Alberta Summer Games recruitment,
fundraising for and volunteering with the Let Us Shine Girls’ Academy, and volunteering at the Lethbridge Food Bank. Larissa has dedicated numerous hours of
personal time mentoring and empowering her fellow youth in global awareness
through programs like those offered by the Rotary Club,
Elementary and High
School education classes, and Government Conferences. She has been a role
model as a public speaker, influencing countless peers with her innovative ideas
and dedicated work ethic. She has been an ambassador for Global Citizenship
and Volunteer promotion at speaking events at schools,
Rotary Club events,
the Annual Speak Out Conference, and at TEDx Lethbridge. Larissa, a truly a diverse, compassionate and dedicated young woman with tremendous enthusiasm and initiative, has influenced people both locally and abroad to volunteer
for the good of mankind. The multitude of commitments that Larissa has made to
her school, community, and peers have helped her to carve out a path as a true
leader. There is no doubt that Larissa is a leader of tomorrow and what a lucky
tomorrow it is!

JOCELYN DUFRESNE
Jocelyn is dedicated, personable and a capable leader. She is
an honor student at Catholic Central High School and is
involved in Athletic Leadership and the Spirit Team. She has also
participated in social justice projects such as Santa’s
Anonymous, Captain of MS Walk team, and fundraiser for 24
hour famine. She also volunteers as a Lethbridge Air Cadet.
Jocelyn aspires to also be on the Youth Advisory Panel of
Alberta Human Services – Family Violence and Prevention and
Homelessness Support. Jocelyn has had experience in
supporting youth in making good choices through her work on
the Asset Building-Freedom Team at St. Francis Junior High. This
experience in supporting youth was carried forward to her
recent speaking event at TEDx Youth in Lethbridge. Her message was on youth
diplomacy and leadership focused on inspiring youth to take chances and
experience new opportunities. Additionally, Jocelyn has been a Teen Mentor
with Big Brothers/Big Sisters for the past two years. Jocelyn was selected as a
student ambassador to represent Lethbridge for the 2012 Tri-Later North America
Sister Cities International Student Ambassador Program funded by the US State
Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the goal of which was to
educate, train and foster ideas in the areas of poverty and environment. She was
instrumental in the design and upkeep of a Blog that cataloged the events of the
2012 Youth Ambassador Program. The project resulted in a collection of 130
jackets that were distributed to shelters, Catholic Charities and the YWCA
Harbour House. Jocelyn’s efforts in volunteering for the Lethbridge Twinning
Society and in the community have made her a role model for not only
Lethbridge Youth but youth of all of North America. She has demonstrated
‘Excellence’ in all aspects of her role as a volunteer.

CAMILLA TERRY
Camilla has been an active part of Victory Church’s children
ministry where she serves on a leadership team called Master’s
Commission, a training program for 12 to 18 year olds. Camilla is
an honor student at Immanuel Christian High School where she
serves on the Student Council and is co-leader of a Chapel
Team. She is a longtime, dedicated volunteer at her Church
and also takes time to volunteer at the Lethbridge Soup Kitchen
and The Lethbridge Twinning Society. In 2012, Camilla was
selected to be part of a tri-lateral Youth Ambassador program to
represent our community. Camilla and the other two participants
formalized a project Clothes for a Cause: Winter Edition. Warm
winter clothing was collected for needy people and distributed
through the Lethbridge Homeless Shelter. Camilla has demonstrated that she is
committed in her efforts and has the character, dedication and most of all follows
through to succeed and inspire others to join her in working together for the
common good of our community. Camilla has certainly validated ‘Excellence’ in
her field of volunteering through commitment, initiative, and leadership skills.

ABIGAIL SCHWENGLER
Abigail is an honor student at Chinook High School. Through the
Student Council that Abigail serves on she volunteers in food and
blood drives on a regular basis. She has volunteered in the Library’s
“Summer Reading Program”, and with YWCA gift wrapping.
Previously she started “Free the Children” club at school and to
support this club, she organized a charity tea. Abigail went on to
organize a Popsicle sale with money raised going towards the Haiti
disaster relief effort. She has also volunteered at the Heart and
Stroke foundation and is on the Youth Advisory Council of the
Lethbridge Exhibition Park. Selected as a representative from
Lethbridge for Sister Cities International’s Youth Ambassador Program exchange to
the U.S. in 2012, Abigail eagerly assisted in a community impact project promoting a
winter clothing drive. She helped collect over 130 coats to be distributed to the
homeless in Lethbridge this past winter. With her help, the Lethbridge team created
one of the more successful projects of all the nine cities that were involved in the
program. Her dedication to giving back to her community impacted the successful
completion of a model clothing drive that can be easily implemented for years to
come. Abigail has demonstrated that she is committed in her efforts and has the
character, dedication and most of all follows through to not only succeed but to
inspire others to join with her and to work together for the common good of our
community.

ALYSHA SMITH
Alysha started volunteering with the YWCA GirlSpace program in
September of 2012 and has made an impact on the girls and
young women to whom she volunteers for her time. Her passion for
volunteering is always showing, whether it’s in the way she speaks
about the various volunteer positions she is involved in, or in the
way she constantly tries to inspire in others the desire to volunteer.
Alysha’s volunteering endeavors include directing the YWCA Choir,
Program Planning for the GALT Museum; volunteering for the
Ensemble of University of Lethbridge Singers; creating Alysha’s
Clothing Network to help the less fortunate; planning fundraising
events for the Diefenbaker High School Music Department; mentoring young
children at the Calgary Public Library Computer Buddies Program and the Calgary
Public Library ESL Conversation with Teens. Indeed, Alysha is a dynamic, dedicated
volunteer who shines in the spirit of volunteerism. She goes above and beyond the
basic volunteerism profile by trying to inspire others to follow in her footsteps and
volunteer. She has created a lasting legacy at YWCA Lethbridge & District. These
are the qualities of a true Leader of Tomorrow!

MIRANDA HLADY
Miranda is an outstanding candidate for the Volunteer Excellence
Award. She has volunteered with the Urban Spirits Rotary Club,
the Lethbridge Symphony Orchestra, and the Therapeutic Riding
Association. She has served on the University of Saskatchewan
Alumni Association, the Youth Advisory Council of the City of
Lethbridge, the Board of Big Brother Big Sister Lethbridge and the
Board of the Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre. As part of her
role as a Board member of Big Brother Big Sister Lethbridge she
has helped with organizing a major fundraiser, the Big Brother Big
Sister Big Auction. She attends planning committee meetings,
collected silent auction items and put up posters advertising the event around
Lethbridge. Commitment and dedication to helping others is intrinsic to
Miranda’s character. She volunteers for the Lethbridge Legal Guidance, offering
free legal education to unrepresented individuals in the evening. Miranda has
shown a history of supporting such organizations: in law school and as an
articling student she volunteered for Pro Bono Law Students Canada Chapters at
the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Victoria, completing legal
research projects for organizations such as READ Saskatoon and the University of
Saskatchewan Pride Center. Miranda has also volunteered as a judicial intern in
Clark County, Washington. Presently, Miranda is employed as a litigation lawyer
and in performing her duties she has demonstrated a strong commitment to
helping people by dedicating many hours on a pro bono basis. Her dedication
to her local community and a wide variety of organizations is inspiring to the
people around her. Miranda has shown commitment, dedication, enthusiasm,
and leadership as a volunteer-the mark of true excellence!

DIPANKAR GOYAL
Dipankar is in his 3rd year at the University of Lethbridge as a
Neuroscience student pursuing a goal to succeed in the
eradication of cancer. As a committed student, club president,
event planning chair for the Canadian Cancer Society Student’s
Club at the University of Lethbridge, Dee was able to organize and
deliver the most successful U of L Relay For Life in all the years it has
been held at the U of L. Dee has also organized the 2012 U of L
Relay for Life Star, Brick by Brick fundraising events in support of the
Local Multiple Sclerosis Society and in support of SASHA and as
well he was awarded the U of L Student of the Year. He also
volunteers at the University of Lethbridge for the Career Fair Open House, for
New Student Orientation, as a Calculus Tutor, and a Tour Guide on Campus. He
volunteers for the Rotaract Club, the Pre-Med Club’s fund-raising events, the
Lethbridge Chapter of Canadian Blood Services, at the Chinook Regional
Hospital in the Pediatrics Unit, and at the Lethbridge Exhibition Park for the
Lethbridge Family Fest events in 2011 and 2012 and the Agriculture Exhibition in
2012. Dipankar excels as a volunteer, student, and member of our community.
He encourages others to support a goal, a vision, and a dream. He is an
inspiring example of ‘Excellence’ to all!

